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Alternate
route comes
by nature

From the Everglades to Biscayne Bay, three
glorious national parks await in Florida
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The stunning new Salvador Dali Museum
in St. Petersburg is the latest in a string of
splashy arts venues on Florida’s west coast
Go to suntimes.com.
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During the Civil War, the fort enforced the
blockade of vital southern ports and served
as a military lock up for Union deserters. It
was the jail that housed Dr. Samuel Mudd,
convicted in President Lincoln’s assassina-
tion. The death of the prison’s physician
during a yellow fever outbreak led Dr. Mudd
to assume his duties. As a thank you, 300 sol-
diers petitioned President Andrew Jackson
to assume his duties. As a thank you, 300 sol-
diers petitioned President Andrew Jackson
to pardon the doctor, which he did.

The massive fort isn’t the only thing worth
seeing. The keys lie across a principal flyway
between the United States and Cuba. Frigate
birds, brown boobies, roseate terns, brown
pelicans and double-breasted cormorants are
among the 300,000 birds that pass through
the Tortugas annually on their way to and
from South America. Snorkeling in the
warm, clear, shallow waters surrounding the
keys reveals myriad brightly colored fish and
coral, and scuba divers can check out a few
shipwrecks among the shoals.

One final, intriguing feature of Dry Tor-
tugas National Park is the refugee boats.
America’s “wet foot, dry foot” policy — which
essentially says that anyone fleeing Cuba will
be turned back if caught at sea, but those who
make it to U.S. soil get a chance to stay —
means that many Cubans aim for Tortugas.

Penny Musco is a New Jersey-based free-
lancer.
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kayak trips (including a tour of anold  ravaged the area. Most structures, tors were once endangered after a in Everglades City. They travel was non-existent. X
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several short, level hiking trails. pelmns,andtrybospotacroeodile A 15-mile loop path cutting : mgofthethreeparkstovaut
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like the skin of an onion. They’re Everglades: Day 2 Two guided boat tours leave ~ trail outside the Dante Fascell Visi-

nicknamed tourist trees, an allusion

It’s hard to imagine that alliga-

out of the Gulf Coast Visitor Center

tor Center can be followed by a boat
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GETTING THERE: Fly into Miami or Fort
Lauderdale, but don’t stay there. Home-
stead and Florida City are ideally situ-
ated between Everglades and Biscayne
national parks and offer several better-
priced hotels and restaurants; floridaci-
tyfl.us/tourist_information.htm. In addition
to Robert Is Here (9200 SW 344th St.,
Homestead, robertishere.com), two other
inexpensive eateries popular with the
locals are Florida City’s the Capri (935 N.
Krome Ave., 305-247-1542) and El Toro
Taco in Homestead (1 S. Krome Ave., 305-
245-8182).

KEY WEST: The drive down U.S. 1 to Key
West offers plenty of places to dine; fla-
keys.com. Key West can be expensive, but
the Historic Key West Inns, a chain of five
inns, are clean and comfortable, centrally
located and a good value (continental
breakfast included). For meals, try Mangia
Mangia (900 Southard St., 305-294-
2469) and Pepe’s, the city’s oldest restau-
rant (806 Caroline St., 305-294-7192).

DRY TORTUGAS: Two ferries and a
seaplane company schedule tours to Dry
Tortugas (nps.gov/drto for links, or call
305-242-7700). The lowest ferry rate is
$145 for adults and $100 for kids, plus

a $5 park entrance fee, for the four-hour
round trip (not counting time spent at the
park). But the fare includes breakfast and
lunch, a guided tour of Fort Jefferson and
snorkeling equipment. Looking at it as an
all-day, all-inclusive excursion, the price
doesn’t seem as bad. If you’re feeling
especially adventurous, stay overnight on
Garden Key in its primitive campground
(reservations necessary).



